
The Beginning 1978 - 1981

The origins of the Bays Club can only be 
viewed together with a word picture of the 
local scene at the beginning.

Browns Bay in 1978 had four establishments 
licensed to sell liquor: the RSA (then housed 
in a wooden one level structure), the Bowling 
Club, the Rugby Club and the Phoenix Pub - 
including Cobb & Co.  The next ports of call 
were the Windsor Park at Mairangi Bay (now 
gone) and the pub at Albany.  Further afield 
were the pubs at Glenfield and Milford (now 
gone).

The few other socialising venues were cafes 
and restaurants which were “bring your own” 
wine establishments.

These comments do not mean that all was 
dull and dreary with no fun and enjoyment.  
It was common for some restaurants to 
include live music and to provide a postage 
stamp sized dance floor.  Without a liquor 
licence the emphasis had to be on food and 
the food could be very good indeed.

So what was missing?  Missing from these 
many admirable establishments was a 
place for people to meet with their friends 
and relatives in a friendly comfortable 
atmosphere.  Also missing was the freedom 
to come and go as they pleased and the 
facility to enjoy other social activities.

Remembering also that it was not a time 
when the ladies could venture alone into 
some places and feel accepted and 
comfortable and safe.

The People & The Concept

Potential?  

Twenty Five Years, a quarter of a century, 
is a real landmark which is not just about 
the passing of time. Over a long period the 
ever present factor is change.

Each individual member sees the club 
through different eyes.  Some have 
a preference for a particular 
activi ty and build their 
f r i e nd sh i p s  and  c l ub  
attendance around the 
activity.  Some just like to 
dine or attend functions 
and entertainment and 
there are those who use 
the club regularly as a 
social venue. 

Individual preferences 
and  soc ia l  hab i t s  
change constantly and 
to remain successful the 
club has had to adapt, 
anticipate and follow the 
trends and popularities as 
they occur.  If this meant 
upgrading the premises and 
equipment, changing the 
restaurant menu or increasing 
the brands of beer it had to be 
done.

There were always competitive alternatives 
to entice members away.

External factors also forced change.  
Legislation changes altered the way that 
clubs operated and derived income.  
Change in liquor licensing allowed more 
external competition.  Anti smoking laws 
promoted the necessity for structural 
change in premises.

One of the major tasks in any club is to 
manage this evolutionary change.  Initial 
direction stems from the President who in 
turn depends on the dedication of the 
elected Committee Members and Staff and 

voluntary assistance from Members.

The Bays Club Honours Board 
names Life Members (those who 

have been honoured for their 
exemplary service to the 
club), and Presidents who, 
w i t h  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  
C o m m i t t e e s ,  h a v e  
managed the  c lub  
through its 25 year 
history. All had their 
s u c c e s s e s  a n d  
disappointments while 
serving the Club but 
their collective efforts 
over the past 25 years 
have resulted in the Bays 
Club of today, a success 
by any standard.

To write a complete history 
of the past 25 years 

describing every event; 
relating anecdotes and naming 

every worthy person would need a 
book of several hundred pages.

Instead, this small booklet attempts to 
chronicle the changes that have taken 
place in the various facets of the Club's 
operations since that memorable day in 
1981 when the Club first opened.  

It provides a summary of notable 
achievements and changes and includes, 
where feasible, individual summaries of the 
sporting and other activities that are such a 
major part of the Bays Club.
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